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Action on the merits for the above-referenced application. 

Copies of the listed foreign and non-patent literature documents, including any co- 
pending applications, are attached. Copies of the U.S. patents and U.S. patent 
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Sir: 
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application publications are not enclosed. Applicants respectfully request that the 
Examiner consider the listed documents and indicate that they were considered by 
making appropriate notations on the attached form. 

With respect to the non-English language documents, Applicants submit the 
following remarks: 

DE 23 59 399 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. Re. 30,199. 

DE 38 43 892 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. 5.061.289. 

DE 41 33 957 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. 5.380,340. 

DE 195 43 988 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. 5.766,576. 

EP 0 591 059 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. 5.534.036. 

EP 0 959 090 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
Publication No. 2002/0119171 A1. 

EP 0 959 091 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
Publication No. 2002/0119171 A1. 

EP 0 959 094 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent No. 
6,287.578. 
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— Application No. 10/728,888 

EP 1 142 555 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
Publication No. 2001/0023515 and U.S. Patent No. 6,436,151. 

EP 1 142 566 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent Publication 
Nos. 2001/0041671; 2004/0106546 and U.S. Patent No. 6,677,304. 

FR 1 400 366 : This document is believed to be related to Great Britain Patent 
No. 1,021,400. 

FR 1 492 597 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. 3,472,840. 

FR 1 583 363 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. 3,632,559. 

FR 2 077 143 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent No. 
3,910,862. 

FR 2 080 759 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. 3.912,808. 

FR2 137 684 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. 3,879,376. 

FR2 162 025 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. 3,917,817. 

FR 2 190 406 : This document is believed to be related to Great Britain Patent 
No. 1 394 353. 
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FR 2 252 840 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent Nos. 
4,1 72,887; 4, 1 89,468; 4,277,581 . 

FR 2 270 846 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
Nos. 4,217,914; 4,948,579; 5,196,189. 

FR2 280 361 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. 4,013,787. 

FR 2 316 271 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent ' 
No. 4,381,919. 

FR 2 320 330 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent Nos. 
4,075,136; 4,166,894. 

FR 2 368 508 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent Nos. 
4,189,468; 4,277,581. 

FR 2 383 660 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. 4,240,450. 

FR 2 393 573 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
Nos. 4,165,367; 4,223,009. 

FR 2 402 446 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. 4,357.141. 

FR 2 413 907 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. 4,349,532. 
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Application No. -10/7-28,888 - 

FR 2 470 596 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
Nos. 4,839,166:4,996,059. 

FR 2 505 348 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. 4,761,273. 

FR 2 519 863 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. 5,089,252. 

FR 2 542 997 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. 4,591 ,610. 

FR 2 598 61 1 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. 4,839,166. 

FR 2 733 749 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
Nos. 6,099,592; 6,338.741; 6,645,258 and U.S. Patent Publications No. 2002/0050013; 
2003/0019051. 

FRENCH PATENT APPLN. NO. 00 09609 : This document is mentioned in the 
specification on page 24 and is now French Patent No. 2 811 993. It is believed to be 
related to U.S. Patent Publication Nos. 2003/0124079 and 2004/0141943. 

WO 94/08970 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. 5,534,267. 

WO 95/08969 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. 5,663,366. 
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WO 96/15765 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
No. 6,284,003. 

WO 01/68043 : This document Is believed to be related to U.S. Patent Application 
Publication No. 2003/0093866. 

WO 02/38115 A1 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
Application Publication No. 2004/0019981. 

WO 02/45651 A2 : This document is believed to be related to U.S. Patent 
Application Publication No. 2004/0049861. 

EP 0 080 976 : An English language abstract of this foreign language document 
can be found on the title page of this document. 

EP 0 884 344 : An abstract of the disclosure of this document can be found in the 
English language DenA/ent Abstract submitted herev^/ith. 

FR 2 336 434 : An English language abstract of this foreign language document 
can be found on the title page of this document. 

JP 09010659 : An English language abstract of this foreign language document 
can be found on the title page of this document. 

Applicants have enclosed a copy of the priority application's French Search 
Report, European Patent Office Search Report and International Search reports for the 
Examiner's consideration. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no 
better art exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed 
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documents are material or constitute "prior art." If the Examiner applies any of the 
documents as prior art against any claim In the application and Applicants detennine 
that the cited documents do not constitute "prior art" under United States law, 
Applicants reserve the right to present to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office the 
relevant facts and law regarding the appropriate status of such documents. 

Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of 
the documents be applied against the claims of the present application. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Statement, please 
charge the fee to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. 



Respectfully submitted, 



FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, 
GARRETT & DUNNER, L.L.P. 




MarklD. Sweet 
Reg. No. 41,469 



Date: September 1 5, 2005 
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